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DRAGON-FLY

written by Bram Stoker in 1897.
A development of the legendary
werewolf, with power to change
shape at will, the creature assumed
human form as Count Dracula,
existing on the blood of human
beings until they died, whereupon
their spirits also were cursed with
the same horrible attributes and
the same diabolical ingenuity in
pursuing their victims and eluding
capture. In the story Dracula
leaves his Balkan castle in order
to practise his black arts in Eng-
land, notably in London and
Whitby. This sensational book had
a wide popular success ; a stage
adaptation was first presented at
the Little Theatre in 1927, and a
film version appeared in 1931,

Draft. In commerce, a term
used for an order requesting a
bank or person who holds money
for another to pay a certain sum
to a certain person. It is more
elaborate than a cheque, and is a
fuller protection against misuse.
The word is also used for a rough
sketch or a first copy of a business
or other document. See Banking.

Draga (d. 1903). Queen consort
of Serbia. As Draga Mashiu she was
maid-in-waiting to the Serbian
queen, Natalie. In July, 1900, she
married King Alexander I, and July
11, 1903, she and her husband were
murdered at Belgrade by the sup-
porters of the Karageorgevitches.

Drag Hunt. A form of hunting
in which there is no quarry, but
the hounds follow a trail previously
laid by dragging a strongly-scented
article or substance along the
ground. This kind of hunt meets
all the objections of animal lovers
to the killing by hounds of foxes,
stags, etc.

Dragon. Fabulous monster com-
mon to the folk-lore of most
nations. It is generally in the form
of a gigantic reptile with four legs
and a fierce (often fire-breathing)
head, and frequently furnished
with wings. It is the form often
taken by the monster overcome by
the hero of folk-tales and legends
of many lands. In Christian art
the dragon has long been accepted
as typifying sin. In China, the
dragon is the honoured symbol of
nature and of man as creator.

Dragon. In military use, name
applied to a mechanical tractor
used for drawing
guns, propelled by
an internal com-
bustion engine and
running on cater-
pillar tracks.
Formerly the name
was given to a short
musket, orna- Dragonet, Callionymuslyra

with a dragon's head,
from which the dragodns derived
their name.

Dragon. In British heraldry, a
monster havmg a lion-like scaly
body, bat-like wings, barbed tail
and tongue,
and pricked up,
pointed ears.
It is one of the
nationalbadges
of Wales, The
Continental
dragon usually

has  only   two
Dragon in heraldry   lega> an^ is of

the wyvern (q.v.) type.    The old

Imperial Chinese golden dragon,

generally shown as protecting the

sun with long feelers projecting

from its jaws, had five claws to

each foot.     Dragons for princes

and lesser lights

were of different

colours and had

fewer   claws.

The   Japanese

Imperial

dragon has only

three  claws to

each foot.

Dragon
(Dracuneulus
vulgaris).
Perennial herb
of the family
Araceae. A
native of S.
Europe, it is
similar to the
cuckoo-pint,
but differs in its
taller stem
(spotted with
purple), its

divided leaves, and the more
open spathe. The flowers give
off an offensive odour.

Dragon Boats, FESTIVAL or
THE.y Chinese annual regatta. It
is held on the fifth day of the
fifth moon, approximately corre-
sponding to June 18. It is said to
have originated in the suicide of &
statesman, Ch'ii Yuan, who was
degraded and dismissed by his
prince because of his interest in
the people. The river into which
he threw himself was quickly
covered by boats filled with people
searching for his body, and each
year afterwards crowds went again

in deep water off the British
coasts. The fore part of the body
is flattened, and the pectoral and
dorsal fins "are large and conspicu-
ously spined. The females are-
dull in colour.

Dragon Fly.   Specimen of Aeschna

cyanea.   Upper picture, demoiselle

dragon fly, Calopteryx virgo

Dragon Fish. Pegasus volans, small
and curious exotic fish

Dragon Fish (Pegasus). Genus
of small fish found around India,
China, and Australia. The broad,
flattened body is completely
covered with small bony plates
instead of scales, and the gill cover
consists of only one plate. The fish
has no teeth and no swim-bladder.
Dragon-fly. In-
sect of the order
Odonata. The adults
have two pairs of
elongate, veined wings
which beat out of
: phase, one pair being
1 up when the other is
, down. The head, at-
3 tached to the body
by a narrow neck,
bears very large com-
pound eyes, short an-
tennae, and strong
biting mouth parts.
The thorax is thick
and the legs, held
forward under the
mouth, are used to catch the
prey. The abdomen is often
elongate and brightly coloured,
especially in blues and greens.

All dragon-flies are carnivorous,
catching other insects on the wing.
The larger species, with wing-
spans up to 7J ins., fly fast and
are very agile. The smaller, called
demoiselle flies, are less active.

There are some 3,000 species
described, of which 42 occur in
the British Isles. The nymphs
live in fresh water and feed on
tadpoles, small fish, and other
insects. They breathe either by
means of gill filaments at the hind

to the place, throwing offerings of end or gills in the rectum. There
rice into the river, is no pupal stage, the mature
nymph walking up a plant stem
out of the water before metamor-
phosis into the adult takes place.
Development from egg to adult
usually takes a year in the smaller
species; the nymph of some of

D ragonet
(Callionyinus}.
Group of brilli-
antly coloured fish,
related to the
gobies. There are
about     forty   the larger may live for five years,
species, one found  The adults live a few weeks.